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THE COSTA MESA SANITARY DISTRICT NEW MAINTENANCE BUILIDING 
RECEIVES THE HIGHEST ENERGY AND EVIRONMENTAL DESIGN AWARD 

(Costa Mesa, CA) – District officials received confirmation from the U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC) in Washington D.C. that their Yard is going to be certified as Platinum Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) for new construction. The District Yard, located at 174 West Wilson 
Street, is the first newly constructed building in the City of Costa Mesa to be Platinum LEED certified. 
LEED is an internationally recognized green building certification system providing third-party 
verification that a building was designed and built using strategies aimed at improving performance 
across all the metrics that matter most: energy savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions reduction, 
improved indoor environmental quality, and stewardship of resources and sensitivity to their impacts. 
Developed and administered by USGBC, LEED certifications are awarded on a 100-point scale, and 
credits are weighted to reflect their potential environmental impacts. Buildings can qualify receiving one 
of four levels of certification, which are Certified, Silver, Gold or Platinum. Platinum is highest 
certification and the most difficult to obtain. 

“The Board wanted to demonstrate to the community and the region our leadership for preserving the 
environment through sustainable efforts,” said Board President Bob Ooten. The 5,300 square foot facility 
cost $4 million to construct and the District did it without raising rates or issuing debt. “The Board of 
Directors had a vision to construct a District owned Yard because the OC Fairgrounds storage did not 
provide the level of safety needed for the District Emergency Response Equipment”, said Ooten. He 
continued, “We are grateful to the Fairgrounds for allowing us to store our vehicles on their property, but 
we wanted a facility of our own that will help us plan for the future.” Instead of raising rates or issuing 
debt by borrowing money, the District would put away funds every year until the Board felt there was 
adequate money to begin construction. Construction began in late 2009 and finished a year later. The 
District had its public grand opening in October 2010. Some of the environmental and sustainable features 
of the new facility include a cool roof, recycled denim blue jeans for wall insulation, natural ventilation, 
roof top solar photovoltaic panels, natural day lighting, solar water heater, drought tolerant landscaping, 
recycled wood and glass and a specially engineered infiltration trench that captures runoff from the entire 
property and filters it back into the ground to recharge groundwater tables. Robert Thornton Architects 
from Newport Beach designed the building and Howard S. Wright from Placentia was the general 
contractor who constructed the building. The District also used the services of Brad Miller from 
Environmental Concepts Company in Mission Viejo as the LEED Project Administrator who was 
responsible for ensuring the project satisfies all LEED prerequisites and earned enough points to be 
Platinum certified. 
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